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We just released all our Zion kiddos for summer break. 

On the last day our classrooms were filled with laughing, 

the halls bursting with kids running (walk, please), and the 

doors broke open with shouts of summer and sunshine! 

What do you remember about being a kid in the 

summer? I remember sunburns so bad you could make a 

set of Samsonite from the skin that peeled off my back. 

Bug bites and sand in unmentionable places. Swimming in 

lakes that were more mud than water. Bike wrecks and 

scraped knees. Dirt in my hair and sweat stinging my eyes. 

And I loved every minute of it. 

I loved it because I was free. Free to run through the 

yard with my sisters as we chased fireflies. Free to play in 

the lake as I felt the muddy silt squish between my toes. 

Free to ride my bike as fast as I could (Look mom, no 

hands!). Summer meant freedom to focus on the joys of 

life, despite the bug bites, sunburns and bike wrecks. 

Somewhere along the line we grow up and begin to focus 

more on the bug bites and the sunburns than the joys of experiencing His creation to the fullest.  Somewhere along the 

line, we forget what unadulterated childlike joy feels like. 

Maybe that is what Jesus is talking about in this passage from Matthew. As adults we get stuck focusing on the pains 

and the problems of life. The bills that need to be paid, the frustrations of unmet responsibilities, the disagreements 

between brothers and sisters. These are the adult versions of scraped knees and bug bites. 

Jesus calls us to look past these problems of life and see again the joy of living in His 

Fatherôs Creation. He calls us to be kids in His Kingdom again. He wants us to play in the 

sand, swim in the lake and bask in the light of the sun. 

Kids have bug bites, scraped knees and sunburns. But that doesnôt stop them from 

living with joy-filled hearts as they chase fireflies in Godôs creation.  

This summer, be a kid again. Look past the burdens to focus on the freedom and joy of a 

life spent basking in the light of the Son. 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor Bryan Meadows 

June & July 2026 
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Emmett: I liked all the fun stuff we did while at Zion.  I 

am going to South West Middle School next year.  My 

favorite staff member is Pastor Bryan. 

Capri: My favorite memories were going to Outlaw 

Ranch and getting locked outside on the first day of 

kindergarten.  My favorite teachers are Ms. Danica and 

Mrs. Ryswyk, but I will miss all of the teachers and friends.  

I am doing homeschool for middle school. 

Alyssa: I am going to miss Chapel every week.  My 

favorite teacher is Ms. Danica.  My favorite memory was 

Outlaw Ranch.   

Sullivan: My favorite teacher was Mrs. Ryswyk.  My 

favorite memory was going to Outlaw Ranch.  I will miss all 

the people at Zion.  Iôm going to Rapid City Christian (RCC) 

for middle school. 

Lizzie: Iôm going to miss all the fun and excitement we 

had at Zion.  My favorite teacher is Mrs. Ryswyk.  Iôm going 

to middle school at RCC. 

Mel: Zion is a really good school!  Iôm going to South 

Middle School, and Zion helped me learn at lot!  I really 

liked going to Evanôs Plunge in 5th grade.  My favorite 

teacher was Mrs. Vogel. 

Penny: One of the things I will miss about Zion is the 

teachers.  They really do care about you so much, and we 

get to have a lot of fun, especially with Mrs. Ryswyk.  Next 

year Iôm attending RCC. 

Jace: I really liked it at Zion, and I made really good 

friends.  Zion is a great school; I will miss the teachers that 

helped me.  

Everything I learned 

at Zion will help me 

at RCC. 

Mya: My favorite 

memory was doing 

March Madness 

challenges in 5th 

grade.  Iôm going to 

RCC next year. 

Ethan: My friends were the best part of Zion because 

they helped me through the year and have the best last 

year!  Zion is a good school.  God will be with you!  Iôm 

going to RCC. 

Angelo: My favorite memory is Outlaw Ranch.  My 

favorite teacher was obviously Mrs. Ryswyk. Iôm going to 

RCC. 

Everly: Zion helped me grow my faith and I love all the 

fun memories weôve had, such as when we got Miss 

Birkmire to say ñPurple Boxò and Outlaw Ranch.  I will 

most likely be going to SouthWest Middle School. 

Lila: My time at Zion was AMAZING! My favorite 

teacher has to be the one and only, Mrs. Ryswyk.  I wish I 

could go to RCC, but I have to go to SouthWest.  I will 

always remember my favorite school every (Zion)! 

Beckett: Zion brought my family and I closer to the Lord.  

I have so many memories with friends and teachers here, 

especially Mrs. Ryswyk and Miss Birkmire.  I am going to 

RCC next year. 

Elliot: My favorite teacher is either Mrs. Ryswyk or Miss 

Birkmire.  My favorite memory was going to Outlaw Ranch.  

I am going to South Middle School. 

Lexi: I love Zion so much.  I will miss all my teachers and 

friends. I loved Outlaw Ranch; I think that was my favorite 

field trip.  I will be going to RCC next year. 

Blaire: I am going to miss all the teachers and my friends.  

Everyone was really kind and helpful.  Iôm going to be 

homeschooled for middle school. 

0 %,,)ӂ#, 20яӂ*őŒэӂ/ŘŒŖŘŊрŒӂΨœŇӂ$őĽŀŁӂ ŋĽŒŒ 
4ŇĽœӂŖĽŒӂŘŎŔőӂłĽŕŎőňœŁӂŏĽőœӂŎłӂľŁňōņӂĽœӂ7ňŎōӂ)ŔœŇŁőĽōӂ0ĿŇŎŎŋёӂӂ4ŇŁőŁӂĽőŁӂŘŎŔӂņŎňōņӂœŎӂ
*ňŀŀŋŁӂ0ĿŇŎŎŋёӂӂ4ŇŎӂňŒӂŘŎŔőӂłĽŕŎőňœŁӂœŁĽĿŇŁőёӂ 

Mrs. Ryswyk and 

her 5th grade class 

at graduation on 

May 18, 2026. 
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By: Ann Solinsky 

Being a 5th grader at Zion Lutheran School is a big deal! Fifth grade students take on special responsibilities and 

leadership roles throughout the year. They read the daily announcements, learn how to raise and lower the flags outside, 

run the school candy store, campaign for student council president, enjoy the overnight trip to Outlaw Ranch, and, of 

course, graduate from Zion. 

As these students prepare to head off to middle school in the fall, they will be going in many different directions ð 

including Rapid City Christian School, St. Thomas More Middle School, East, West, South, and Southwest Middle 

Schools. Before they leave, I asked the graduating class to share a few final thoughts about their time at Zion. 

When asked about their favorite memory, the class unanimously agreed that their time at Outlaw Ranch was 

unforgettable. Through the years, many teachers and classes made a lasting impact on them. Alyssa shared that PE was 

her favorite class and that having Miss Danica as a teacher made a big difference. Other students mentioned 2nd grade 

and 5th grade as especially memorable years. Of course, lunchtime and time with friends also ranked high on the list of 

favorite memories. Popular lunch choices included pizza, nachos, hamburgers, and waffles. 

At Zion, students learn much more than academics. Each day they are reminded of Godôs love and grow in their 

relationship with Jesus. Capri shared, ñI learned at Zion that God will never leave me and that He is always good.ò Lila 

added, ñGod has the power to do everything, and He is always in control no matter what happens.ò One student who 

joined Zion this year said she learned how to build a relationship with God. 

Weekly chapel services are another important part of life at Zion. Sometimes chapel is led by a pastor from Zion or a 

sister congregation, and other times by a class. No matter who leads, chapel always includes praising the Lord through 

music. Two favorite chapel songs among the 5th graders are They Will Know We Are Christians by Our Love and Thy 

Word. 

Students agreed that they will miss their teachers, friends, and learning about Jesus the most. At the same time, they 

are excited to make new friends and experience middle school adventures. When asked what superpower would help 

them survive middle school, the answers were creative and entertaining. Jace said he would want extra time to finish 

homework. Beckett chose teleportation to help get to activities faster, and Mya said she would freeze time so she could 

always make it to class on time! 

The class also had some advice for younger Zion students: have fun, work hard, and listen to your teachers. And when 

asked which Zion teacher would survive being stranded on a desert island, the class voted for Miss Birkmire because ñshe 

knows a lot of science stuff,ò although Pastor Meadows came in a close second because of his military background! 

A few final facts about the Class of 2026: they are definitely more night owls than early birds. As a group, they prefer 

books over movies, PE over recess, and reading over math. They would choose pizza over tacos, basketball over gaga ball, 

and swimming over sitting around a campfire. Most importantly, though, they all agree on one thing ð Zion is a 

wonderful place to learn, grow, and follow Jesus. 

As this class graduates and begins a new chapter, we pray they hold tightly to the promises they learned at Zion. Jesus 

reminds us in John 16:33 (ESV): ñIn the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.ò 

May these students move forward with courage and confidence, knowing that Christ goes with them wherever they go. 

7ňŎōӂ6ŎŔœŇӂ*ňōňŒœőŘ 
Zion Youth Group is for our youth entering grades 6-12 
in the fall.  We will meet most Wednesdays 6:00-8:00 PM 
throughout the summer. 

¶ June 3: Mini Golf @ Putz nô Glo 

¶ June 10: Disc Golf 

¶ June 17: Fugitiveðmeet at Zion 

¶ June 24: Outdoor Movie @ Zion 

¶ July 8: Post 22 Game @ 5:00-7:00 PM 

¶ July 15: Arcade Night @ Press Start 

¶ July 22: Fugitiveðmeet at Zion 

¶ July 29: Board Game Night @ Zion 
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0ŔŌŌŁőӂ#ŁŋŋŎŖŒŇňŏӂщӂ0ŏňőňœŔĽŋӂ$őŎŖœŇ 
Join us this summer as we grow together in faith and community. Our fellowship activities are designed to help us 
connect outside the sanctuary, enjoying the beauty of God's creation and the company of our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Please see the details below for our upcoming events.  

 

 

0ŁőŕňĿŁӂ,ŏŏŎőœŔōňœňŁŒяӂ#ĽňœŇӂňōӂ ĿœňŎō 
As we look toward the summer months, we are called to put our faith into practice through service to our local 
community. Below are two significant opportunities for Zion members to serve alongside fellow believers in the Black 
Hills region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

0ŔŌŌŁőӂ0ŏŎőœŒӂщӂ ŎŌŌŔōňœŘӂ0ŔŏŏŎőœӂ 
Our church softball season is just around the corner! We invite the entire congregation to head out to the ballfields this 
summer to support our athletes. Whether you are a lifelong fan or just looking for a great evening of fellowship under the 
South Dakota sun, your presence in the stands makes a difference. Come cheer on our teams as they compete and 
represent our community with sportsmanship and spirit.  

Picnic & Hike 
Fellowship  
Experience the beauty of the 
Black Hills! We head out after 
the Sunday late service every 
two weeks. Please bring a picnic 
lunch, which we will enjoy 
together midway through the 
hike.  

2025 Schedule:  

¶ June 14 & 28  

¶ July 12 & 26  

¶ August 9 & 23  

Questions? Contact Jon or 
Lynette Epp for trail details and 
meeting locations.  

Motorcycle Fellowship 
Rides 
Rev up your engines for a 
season of scenic rides and 
Christian camaraderie. 
Whether you're a seasoned 
rider or new to the group, all 
are welcome. 

Ride Schedule: 

¶ June 14: 12:30 PM 
Departure 

¶ July 26: 12:30 PM 
Departure 

¶ August 17ï19: Beartooth 
Highway Multi-Day Trip 

Adult Camping Retreat 
Dates: August 28ï30 | Location: Custer State 
Park 

Join us for a weekend of rest, reflection, and 
fellowship in one of South Dakota's most iconic 
landscapes. Our group campsite is equipped to 
accommodate various camping styles: 

¶ Tent Spaces: Plenty of room for traditional 
camping. 

¶ RV Hookups: Camper and RV hookups are 
available on-site. 

Registration: Please sign up in the narthex to 
reserve your spot and help us coordinate logistics. 

Hills Alive Festival 

July 18ï19 | Memorial Park, Rapid City 

The LifeLight Hills Alive Festival is a vibrant, free outdoor event in the 
heart of Rapid City, bringing together people of all ages for an 
unforgettable weekend of faith, music, and community. Volunteering at 
this festival is a rewarding way to share the Gospel and strengthen faith 
while serving our neighbors. Zion has a dedicated volunteer block, and we 
invite you to join us! 

Zion Volunteer Shift 
Date: Saturday, July 18 | Time: 4:00 PM ï 7:00 PM  
 How to Sign Up: 1. Visit hillsalive.com 2. Navigate to the volunteer 
registration page. 3. Enter "Zion" as your group/organization to ensure 
you are placed with our team! 

Save the Date: Biker 
Breakfast Service 
Tuesday, August 11  6:30 AM ï 
Noon Location: Blessed Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church, Sturgis. 

 Join us during the Sturgis Rally to 
provide hospitality and a warm meal to 
visitors and locals alike. We need 
volunteers to help cook, serve, and 
welcome guests. This is a unique 
opportunity to provide a peaceful space 
of fellowship during a busy week in our 
region. Sign-up sheets will be available 
in the narthex starting in July.  

Womenôs Church Softball  

Mondays (Starts June 1) Whitehead Fields 

Join us for competitive play and fellowship. We look 
forward to seeing Zion supporters in the bleachers! 

Menôs Church Softball  

Tuesdays (Starts June 2) Whitehead Fields 

Bring a lawn chair or grab a spot in the stands to en-
courage our players every Tuesday night! 
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By Ken Palmreuter  

The Young Adult Bible study group began in 2023 when 
Emily Summers and Alex Spies approached Pastor 
Meadows with a desire to create a space for young adults 
to connect and grow in their faith.  After Alexôs move, 
Katherine Bierschbach and Emily have faithfully led the 
group for the past two years. 

ñIt can be challenging for young adults to find 
meaningful connections within a church community,ò 
Katherine and Emily share.  ñOur hope is to build a 
welcoming and supportive group of Christian young 
adults, ages 25-35, where friendships can grow alongside a 
deeper relationship with God.  Together, we want to 
encourage one another, study Scripture, and walk through 
lifeôs seasons side by side.ò 

Katherine (Katie) Bierschbach was born in Elmhurst, IL.  
When she was three, her family moved to Iowa, where she 
spent the rest of her life with her parents and five siblings.  
Her father was an engineer and her mother a Lutheran 
school teacher, until family responsibilities led mom to 
retire and become a full-time wife and mother.  At age 37, 
David Zimmer, Katieôs father, began seminary training and  
was ordained into the Lutheran pastoral ministry at a church in Eastern Iowa. 

Katie loved music and her high school extra-curricular activities centered around vocal music, leading her to be 
selected as a member of the Iowa All-state Choir.  When it was time to choose a university, she enrolled at the University 
of South Dakota.  She earned a Bachelorôs Degree in Music with an emphasis on vocal music followed by a Masterôs 
Degree in Music History. 

In July 2021, a day after her marriage to Derek they moved to Rapid City where Derek took a job as an auditor at a 
financial institution.  Katie, having a certificate in Museum Archives, began work at the Presidential Museum in 
Keystone.  Now she serves as Administrative Manager at Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church in Black Hawk.  Katie sings 
in Zionôs choir and in the community choir, Dakota Choral Union.  She also accepts vocal music invitations at weddings 
and other events in the community. 

Emily is the oldest child of Jeff and Azure Summers, and the big sister to Hailey and Cora.  She was born in Chadron, 
NE, and has an amazing story to share.  Her family moved to Rapid when she was two. 

When she was in fifth grade, the family moved to Washington State, where Jeff took a job as LEO with the Forest 
Service.  They moved back to Rapid City for her tenth and eleventh grade years.  She graduated high school in Hay 
Springs, NE in 2014.  In 2022, the Summer moved back to Rapid City and to Zion Lutheran Church. 

Emily has her Massage Therapist Licensing, which is her full-time occupation.  She will also receive her Bachelorôs 
Degree in Psychology with a specialization in Mental Health this year.  She plans to attend Colorado Christian University, 
where she will pursue a double Masterôs Degree in Mental Health counseling and school counseling.  Her goal is to work 
with children and adults who are experiencing ADHD-related disorders. 

The Young Adult Ministry continues to grow as a place for both Bible study and fellowship, fostering lasting 
relationships and spiritual growth.  Be sure to watch for announcements about summer activities, and for the return of 
regular Bible studies in the fall.  The group will continue meeting throughout the summerðplease reach out for more 
information to Katie: 563-329-0145 or Emily 360-742-6862. 

Katherine Bierschbach and Emily Summers 


